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without any certainty of success was a piece of madness
which the Admiralty would not risk.
But did not the Admiralty make a mistake ? It decided
to abandon the whole expedition except at Narvik. This
was a bludgeon blow for Reynaud who had gambled on the
success of the operations in Norway to restore the political
situation in his favour. Gamelin, who at the start had
been reticent, had taken matters in hand. Thirty-five
thousand men were already equipped, on the way or
ready to start. Reynaud sent him to London to ask the
Admiralty and the British Government to re-examine the
problem. The Generalissimo did not convince them, nor
was a better result achieved by a somewhat virulent
message to Mr. Chamberlain.
Without pausing to pick up his cuffs, as one of his
collaborators put it, the French Premier asked by tele-
phone that a meeting of the Supreme Council should be
called. It was Saturday, April 27th. He left for London
with M. Daladier, M. Campinchi and Admiral Darlan.
The view presented in detail by the British representatives
was as follows : it was all very well to despatch troops, the
difficulty was to land them. Trondheim ? There it was
almost impossible. Reynaud insisted, Daladier likewise.
The members of the Government hesitated. On the
French side there was a wish that a fresh attempt at least
should be made. Stress was laid on the fact that abandon-
ment of the enterprise would cause an enormous impres-
sion to our disadvantage in Italy, the Balkans, Russia,
Turkey, in fact everywhere.
The communique* issued by the Supreme Council disclosed
nothing to those who were not informed of what was in the
wind. To me the vagueness of the sentences and the
reference to : " Various eventualities that might arise in
the near future/' had a somewhat pessimistic ring. One
could only deduce from it that something was in progress
pending renunciation. Indeed the British Government
agreed to study various solutions and General Gamelin
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